11. Worship the last 10 nights of Ramadan & I'tikaf
increasing worship in the last ten days of Ramadan:
Allah's Messenger used to exert himself in devotion during the last ten nights to a greater extent
than at any other time." (Muslim).
Aisha (RA) reported: With the start of the last ten days of Ramadan, the Prophet (Sallallahu
Alaihi Wasallam) used to tighten his waist belt (i.e. work harder) and used to pray all the night, &
used to keep his family awake for the prayers. (Bukhari)
The Night of Qadr
So valuable is the Night of Qadr that the Quran devotes a special surah to it: “Lailatul Qadr is
better than a thousand months” [97:3]
This one night surpasses the value of 30,000 nights. The most authentic account of the
occurrence of the Night indicates that it can occur on any one of the last ten, odd numbered nights
of Ramadan, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29. It may also occur on any of the even nights.
Therefore we should strive to stay up on all of the last 10 nights of Ramadan. If we can't do that
then at least on the odd numbered nights of the last ten days. If we still can't manage that then let
us pray on whatever nights we can, at least on the 27th night.
If we pray on all of the last ten nights then we have a far better chance of catching this most
powerful night & gain the rewards of over 83 YEARS OF WORSHIP! Subhaanallah! Most of us
will not even live upto such an age!
Aisha (RA) said: I asked the Messenger of Allah (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam): 'O Messenger of
Allah, if I know what night is the night of Qadr, what should I say during it?' He said Say:
"Allahumma innaka 'afuwwun tuhibbul 'afwa fa'fu 'annee
Trans: 'Say: O Allah, You are pardoning and You love to pardon, so pardon me.' " (Ahmad, Ibn
Majah, and Tirmidhi).

Therefore we should increase our worship on the last ten days and nights of Ramadan & recite
even more Qur'an, pray more Nafils, do more dhikr and make longer & more sincere dua's to
Allah repenting remorsefully for our past & present sins, hopeful for mercy & forgiveness. We
should also thank Allah abundantely.
Performing I'tikaf on the last 10 days of Ramadan
Aishah (RA) reported that the Prophet (Salla Allahu alaihi wa sallam): "Used to
perform i'tikaf in the last ten days of Ramadan until Allah the Mighty and Majestic, took
him." (Bukhari & Muslim)
Abu Said reported that the Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: "Whoever

makes I`tikaf with me is to make I'tikaf during the last ten [nights]." (Bukhari)
I`tikaf is worshipping Allah in seclusion in the Masjid or for women in her designated place at
home. It is done with the intention of becoming closer to Allah. If we cannot manage all 10 days
then we can do I'tikaf for however many days we can manage. The more the better.
Each time we are in the Masjid or for women in her designated place at home, then we can make
intention of Nafil I’tikaf and gain reward for the duration of our stay in the Masjid or for women
in her designated place at home even if it is for a very short while. A woman can also do I'tikaf
whilst she is on her menses by remaining at her designated place at home doing dhikr etc

